
 

 

Fitzwilliam Conservation Commission 

20 Nov. 2017– Minutes 
 

 
 

Present: Dorothy Zug, Paul Kotila, Chair; Kevin Woolley, alternate; Rick Brackett; Barbara 

Green, Hiel Lindquist 

 

Absent: Cheryl Norskey 

 

Guests: None 

 

Selectmen — 7:15pm: 

Members went next door to meet with Selectmen. Present were selectmen Dan Baker, Nancy 

Carney, and Chairman Susan Silverman. Also in attendance were Selectmen’s secretary Sheryl 

White and Town Administrator Debbie Favreau. 

 

Kotila explained that our main reason for the meeting was to inform Selectmen that we have ac-

cepted a stewardship plan for the KMTF, and Lew Shelley (Snowhawk LLC) will take on the 

project of trail design. We also requested he look into creating an accessible trail. 

 

Silverman asked where is the best access point. Kotila answered from Rt. 119. 

There is currently room to park 5-6 cars on edge of the road. There is also access off Old Troy 

Road. We have been giving consideration to how people can use both forests and connect to 

them. We made recommendations to do the trail design first, prior to any forest management. 

Woolley has mapped the vernal pools. The maps are available at the Harris Center. 

   

Zug reported that we are “watching” two properties—Wenniger and Tolton. The new owner of 

the latter knows about our interest in conserving a portion of his property.  

 

Silverman asked if we were looking for conservation opportunities in other parts of town.  

Brackett said we are moving toward the Chamberlain property.  

 

We updated the Board on the dog waste cleanup station and asked whether Selectmen were still 

considering adding one to the Town green. Silverman replied no. 

 

Brackett suggested we consider installing a dog station on the Chamberlain land. 

 

Selectmen said the Campbell property donation will be put to a town vote on the Warrant. 

 

 

Asked about the latest on the proposed solar array, Silverman replied they have not come back. 

Construction had been expected to begin in 2018. The Planning Board is working on a solar ordi-

nance to ensure that the Town has some protection with regard to commercial solar projects.  

 

Silverman asked for clarification about our request to make a donation in addition to our mem-

bership dues to NHACC, since it would be using tax dollars. Kotila said certain organizations 



 

 

provide many services that are not “billable”. We would like to acknowledge that we appreciate 

that they are there when we need them. We would like to make an annual decision about support-

ing such organizations, which are “always strapped for cash.” He cited all the work that the 

NHACC did to help a dozen towns during the pipeline issue. Other organizations are subsidized.  

 

Silverman suggested it would be better to either articulate this as a line item in the budget, or 

submit it as a Warrant article, in order to let people know what we’re doing.  

Kotila asked what the line would be.  

Silverman suggested it be listed under “other”, with a footnote on what it’s for. 

We could make a decision at the beginning of the year and list it in the budget.  

Kotila responded we don’t have a problem with that.  

Selectmen said we could amend the budget and specify in a footnote what “other” means.  

 

Lindquist mentioned the poor condition of the Patch Cottage at Rhododendron State park, sug-

gesting that more complaints to the State might help.      

 

The Commission resumed its regular meeting next door at 7:48 p.m.  

 

Metzger TF Trails: 

No news.  
    
Review Minutes of 16 Oct. 2017: 

Approved as amended. 

 

Agenda Review: 

No additions. 

 

Property Updates: Chamberlain, Tolton, Wenniger, Campbell: 

Chamberlain— Brackett reported that Anne did title research and some concerns came up. There 

must be further investigation. 

Tolton property—Zug reported the whole piece has been sold. She met the new owner, who has 

no plans for the property right now.  

There is nothing new on the Wenniger land. 
 

Dog Waste Cleanup Bags: 

Lindquist emptied the container a couple weeks ago. The station is still being used and the bag 

supply is still OK. 

 

Solar Array Proposal: 

No news. See notes on meeting with selectmen above. 
 

Monadnock Advisory Committee Update: 

Lindquist—The latest meeting report is due soon. They are going forward with the heated bath-

house addition at headquarters and deliberating better traffic flow ideas for the driveway.  

Also, the more people that complain about the Patch cottage the better. Windows are still open. 

 

NHACC meeting report—Paul, Kevin: 



 

 

Kotila reported that the keynote speaker was Sylvia Bates from the Land Trust Alliance — a na-

tional organization that represents land trusts across the country. Its principal goal is to establish 

standards for land trusts, etc. It initially sounded as though she wanted Conservation Commis-

sions to maintain the standards. Kotila commented to her that Cons Com members are volun-

teers, and her organization needs to make contact with local land trusts. It should be more about 

collaboration and cooperation. The meeting was very well attended.  

 

Woolley attended workshops on wetlands, wildlife & ecology. They discussed the action on nat-

ural resources due to changing climate. One example was the moose tick problem. 

The talk on climate change & pollution pointed out that the debunkers aren’t accredited. It also 

covered the benefit of solar panels on your home, and encouraged the choice of clean power,  hy-

brid cars, local sources, etc. It also referred those wishing to offset their carbon footprint to go to 

carbonfund.org. Wind power was said to be the most promising large scale producer of energy. 

The cable is probably the most expensive part. Tidal power was mentioned as not too promising.  

 

Kotila attended Bats & Forestry, which he found interesting, though it appears difficult for a for-

ester to tell whether you’ve got them or not.  

Brackett said you can monitor bat sounds at night. 

There was also a workshop on siting trails for wildlife. They are working on discovering wildlife 

sensitivity impacts from trails. In a couple of situations trail systems have been adjusted accord-

ingly. Disruption distances are presented on overlay maps. There is very little local research so 

they looked at worldwide data, added Brackett.  

 

Site Walk Reports: 

None 

 

Budget Reports: 2018 Budget: 

The Budget hearing is on the 30th.  

There was a discussion about what to add, relative to organizations who help us. Members 

agreed that the group we depend upon most is the Conservancy.  

Brackett made a MOTION, seconded by Zug, to add a note under “Other”, Line 390, earmarking 

$250 for the Monadnock Conservancy to defray the cost of ongoing projects in the Town. ALL 

IN FAVOR, Brackett abstaining.  

 

Kotila requested reimbursement of $55.00 for the NHACC conference registration, plus the mile-

age rate for 20 miles (from Concord). [Note: the mileage rate as of March, 2016 is 54 cents per 

mile.] 

Woolley’s registration has already been paid by the town but he will apply for reimbursement for 

130 miles.  

Brackett made a MOTION to approve the expenditures. Green seconded. ALL IN FAVOR. Sa-

ble will submit Kotila’s invoice to the Selectmen’s office. 

 

2017 Budget YTD— Expenses — $856.09 

Wages — $679.80 

 

[The CIP Committee will be meeting with us on Nov. 30th, starting at 6:15 p.m.]  

http://carbonfund.org/


 

 

 

Planning Board: 

No news 

 

Other Business: 

None 
 

Correspondence: 

Monadnock Conservancy donation request with note of thanks for $250 gift.  

DES Drinking water newsletter. 

 

Adjournment:  
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. Next meeting will be Dec. 18th, 2017, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne Sable, Secretary 


